Identification of aerobactin genes in clinical isolates of E. coli using a non-radioactive DNA probe.
A digoxigenin-labelled gene probe was used for the identification of aerobactin genes in 21 E. coli strains from clinical isolates by means of a colony hybridization test. The results were compared with those obtained by previous hybridization experiments with radiolabelled DNA probes as well as with a crossfeeding-assay. It could be demonstrated that only after an additional proteinase K treatment of the filters before hybridization and after a repeated blocking during the immunological detection procedure, specific hybridization signals could be observed.